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if the war had continued longer, the trade
to the West Indies for sugar would have
been injured, as that made from beetroot
was excellent. The Admiral replied the
specimens he had seen were bad, very
insipid, and Bonaparte allowed it was so,
till very lately they discovered a mode to
crystallize it, which* rendered it as good as
that from cane. He said they had also
discovered how to make indigo. It had
been known long ago, but then they did
not understand how to separate certain
ingredients that spoiled it. The chemists
had made the discovery, and the manufactory
was flourishing, so that it might be said
that chemistry had made a revolution in
commerce, like that of the discovery of a
passage to India by the Cape of Good Hope.
He believed we had a few as good chemists
as in France, but chemical knowledge was
more general in France. He had instituted
an academy for fifty youths to study that
science. He spoke of Sir Humphry Davy,
whom he had seen in Paris. Bonaparte
repeated to-day what he said on a former
occasion, and indeed what he had said to